
CITY OF PITTSBURG
AGENDA

MARCH 22, 2021

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER
65 CIVIC AVENUE, PITTSBURG, CA

AMENDED START TIME
CANNABIS POLICY WORKSHOP

5:00 P.M.

CITY COUNCIL

PRESIDING

Marilyn “Merl” Craft, Mayor/Chair
Holland Barrett White, Vice- Mayor/Chair

Shanelle Scales-Preston, Council Member/Board Member
Juan Antonio Banales, Council Member/Board Member

Jelani Killings, Council Member/Board Member 

FOR HOUSING AUTHORITY:
S.L. Floyd, Housing Authority Member

Annie Hill Herring, Housing Authority Member

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Pittsburg City Council meetings are held the first and third Mondays of each month at 7:00 p.m.  The Housing Authority meets in 
conjunction with the City Council on the third Monday of each month. The Pittsburg City Council meets regularly in the Council 
Chamber at 65 Civic Avenue, unless otherwise noted above.  The City Council also sits as the Board of Directors of several other 
City agencies.  The stipends for all agency members conform to state statutes governing compensation amounts.  All other Agencies 
meet on an as needed basis and will be listed above if applicable.  Copies of the open session agenda packets, which are distributed 
to the City Council, are on file in the office of the City Clerk, 65 Civic Avenue, Pittsburg, California, and are available for public 
inspection, beginning 72 hours in advance, during normal business hours (8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
from noon to 1:00 p.m. and City holidays).  The agenda and reports are also located on the City’s website at www.ci.pittsburg.ca.us.  
Additionally, if any reports or documents, which are public records, are distributed to the City Council less than 72 hours before the 
meeting, those reports and documents will also be available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office and on the day of the 
meeting in the Council Chamber at the public counter area below the dais. 
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PUBLIC ADVISORY:
THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER WILL NOT BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

 
Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 
2020, the meeting of the City Council will be conducted electronically through Zoom and 
broadcast live through Granicus on the City's website.   Please be advised that pursuant to 
the Executive Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the public by limiting human 
contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, the Council Chamber will not be open for the 
meeting.  Council Members will be participating electronically and will not be physically 
present in the Council Chamber.

Beginning with the January 19, 2021 City Council Meeting, live comments will be allowed by 
members of the public via teleconferencing during Zoom meetings and written comments 
received after 3:00 p.m. will be read aloud by staff.  To be placed in a queue to comment, 
please adhere to the following instructions.

To Participate in Public Comment During the Meeting:
 Notify the City Clerk’s Office via email by 3:00 p.m. on the meeting date that you would 

like to be placed in the queue for general Public Comments, or comments on a specific 
agenda item. Requests received after 3:00 p.m. on the date of the meeting will not be 
able to comment.

 Email your name and telephone number to meetingcomments@ci.pittsburg.ca.us.  We 
need both identifications to pair you with the item you wish to speak on.  You must also 
be sure that you call in using the number you have provided or we may not be able to 
identify you as a speaker.

 Your email must include the words “FOR PUBLIC COMMENT” in the subject line and 
specify the Agenda Item number or Non-Agenda as appropriate. 

 You will receive an email confirmation with instructions to log in. 
 Once the meeting starts (check the Streaming Media link on our website – 

www.ci.pittsburg.ca.us) you can phone in to Zoom.  If you log in before the event has 
actually started you may be disconnected.

 You will be added to the meeting as an attendee and will be called upon by staff for 
phone-in comments. 

 Speakers will be muted until their opportunity to provide public comment.  
 All comments will be subject to the three-minute time limitation (approximately 350 

words).  
 Begin your comment by providing your name and city of residence for the record – 

although providing this is not required for participation.  
 Just as in a live meeting inside the Council Chamber, only one comment per agenda 

item per person is allowed.  

In the event a quorum of the City Council loses electrical power or suffers an internet connection 
outage not corrected within 15 minutes, the meeting will be adjourned. Any items noticed as public 
hearings will be continued to the next regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council. Any other 
agenda items the Council has not taken action on will be placed on a future agenda.
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5:00 P.M. - CONVENE IN OPEN SESSION FOR CANNABIS POLICY WORKSHOP

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PUBLIC COMMENTS
See Public Advisory.

PRESENTATIONS

1. Cannabis Policy Workshop

This workshop will provide the City Council an opportunity to review and discuss 
the City’s current cannabis policy and potential changes, including, but not limited 
to, the expansion of allowable cannabis business types, areas appropriate for 
future cannabis businesses, and sensitive uses that may require distance buffers. 
The City Council will be asked to provide feedback and direction to staff.

ADJOURNMENT
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NOTICE TO PUBLIC

GENERAL INFORMATION
Copies of the open session agenda packets, which are distributed to the City Council, are on file in the office of the 
City Clerk, 65 Civic Avenue, Pittsburg, California, and are available for public inspection, beginning 72 hours in 
advance, during normal business hours (8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except City holidays).  The 
full packets are also located on the City’s website at www.ci.pittsburg.ca.us.  If any reports or documents, which are 
public records, are distributed to the City Council less than 72 hours before the meeting, those reports or documents 
will be available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office and on the day of the meeting in the Council Chamber 
at the public counter area below the dais.  

SPEAKER’S CARD
Members of the audience who wish to address the City Council on issues that are not scheduled for the agenda and 
on any items listed as part of the agenda should complete a Speaker’s Card available at the dais.  Please read the card 
carefully in order to fill out the card properly.  Submit the completed card to the City Clerk before the item is called, 
preferably before the meeting begins.  Individuals will be given three minutes to address the Council unless additional 
time is allowed as provided for spokespersons.  Speakers are not permitted to yield their time to another speaker.  Prior 
to speaking, each member of the public shall state their name and business and City of residence in a clear and audible 
tone of voice.  Pursuant to the Brown Act, no action may be taken by the City Council on items not already scheduled 
on the agenda; however, the City Council may refer your comments/concerns to staff or request that the item be placed 
on a future agenda.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Persons who wish to speak on Public Hearings listed on the agenda will be heard when the Public Hearing is opened, 
except on Public Hearing items previously heard and closed to public comment.  After the public has commented, the 
item is closed to public comment and brought to the Council/Agency level for discussion and action.  Further comment 
from the audience will not be received unless requested by the Council/Agency.

There is a 90-day limit for the filing of a challenge in the Superior Court to certain City administrative decisions and 
orders which require a hearing by law, the receipt of evidence, and the exercise of discretion.  The 90-day limit begins 
on the date the decision is final (Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.6).  Further, if you challenge an action take by 
the City Council in court, you may be limited, by California law, including but not limited to Government Code Section 
65009, to raising only those issues you or someone else raised in the public hearing, or in written correspondence 
delivered to the City Council prior to or at the public hearing.  The City Council may be requested to reconsider a 
decision if the request is made prior to the next City Council meeting, regardless of whether it is a regular or special 
meeting.

NOTICE TO THE DISABLED AND VISUALLY OR HEARING IMPAIRED
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Pittsburg will provide special assistance for disabled 
citizens.  Upon request, an agenda for any meeting shall be made available in appropriate alternative formats.  The 
Council Chamber is equipped with sound amplifier units for use by the hearing impaired.  The units operate in 
conjunction with the Chamber’s sound system.  You may request the sound amplifier from the City Clerk for personal 
use during Council meetings.  If you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, or are requesting a specially 
formatted agenda, please contact the City Clerk at 925-252-4850.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable 
the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting or provide the requested agenda 
format.  (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title II)

DISRUPTIVE CONDUCT
The Council requests that you observe the order and decorum of our Council Chamber by turning off or setting to 
vibrate all cellular telephones, and that you refrain from making personal, impertinent, or slanderous remarks.  
Boisterous and disruptive behavior while the Council is in session, and the display of signs in a manner which violates 
the rights of others or prevents others from watching or fully participating in the Council meeting, is a violation of our 
Municipal Code and any person who engages in such conduct can be ordered to leave the Council Chamber by the 
Mayor.

LIVE MEDIA BROADCASTING ADVISEMENT
City Council meetings are webcast live on the City’s website at www.ci.pittsburg.ca.us on the Streaming Media page.  
Past meetings are also archived on that webpage.  City Council meetings are also broadcast live on CCTV, Channel 
24 also re-run at a later date.  For more information, please contact the City Clerk’s office at 252-4850.
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OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
65 Civic Avenue

Pittsburg, CA 94565

TO: Mayor and Council Members

FROM: Garrett Evans, City Manager

SUBJECT: Cannabis Policy Workshop

MEETING DATE: March 22, 2021
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This workshop will provide the City Council an opportunity to review and discuss the City’s 
current cannabis policy and potential changes, including, but not limited to, the expansion of 
allowable cannabis business types, areas appropriate for future cannabis businesses, and 
sensitive uses that may require distance buffers. The City Council will be asked to provide 
feedback and direction to staff.

FISCAL IMPACT

There will be no fiscal impact resulting from the Cannabis Workshop. However, potential 
cannabis businesses are estimated to result in anywhere between $100,000 and $400,000 
in additional tax revenue per business, annually.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council receive the presentation and provide comments and 
direction to staff.

BACKGROUND  

In 2015, the state legislature enacted the Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act 
(MMRSA) to regulate the medical cannabis industry. On November 8, 2016, the voters of 
the State of California passed Proposition 64, the Control, Regulate and Tax Adult Use of 
Marijuana Act (“Prop 64”), while the voters of the City of Pittsburg approved Measure J, 
allowing for implementation of a Marijuana Business Tax on all commercial marijuana 
businesses that may operate within the City. As approved by the voters, the maximum 
marijuana business tax rate is 10% on all marijuana related transactions. In 2017, the State 
Legislature enacted the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act 
(MAUCRSA), which harmonized MMRSA and Prop 64. Marijuana remains illegal under 
federal law, with the exception of hemp.

5



On March 19, 2018, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 18-1442, amending PMC Title 
5 to allow for use of cannabis within medical and nonmedical product manufacturing and 
establishing procedures for issuing medical and nonmedical commercial cannabis permits. 
These amendments limit the types of commercial cannabis businesses to those designated 
as Type 6 (Manufacturers), Type 7 (Manufacturers), Type 8 (Testing Laboratories), and 
Type 11 (Distributors). Commercial entities seeking to manufacture cannabis-related 
products are required to obtain a commercial cannabis permit, which is subject to City 
Council approval, and is mandated to include: 1) a Business Operating Agreement, which 
sets forth the terms and conditions under which the commercial medical cannabis business 
would operate; 2) a Business Operating Plan; and 3) a Business Security Plan approved by 
the Chief of Police. Cultivation, dispensaries, and retail deliveries of cannabis in the City of 
Pittsburg remain prohibited. 

On October 21, 2019, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 19-1465, amending PMC 
Title 5, Chapter 5.70, sections 5.70.051 and 5.70.160 in order to: 1) specify how required 
distances between cannabis businesses and potentially sensitive uses are measured; 2) 
clarify definitions of specific potentially sensitive uses; and 3) establish a minimum distance 
of 1,000 feet between cannabis dispensaries and potentially sensitive uses, in the event 
cannabis dispensaries are allowed in the future.

SUBCOMMITTEE FINDINGS

This specific item has not been presented to a subcommittee. However, on January 23, 
2021, the City Council held its annual Advance Meeting, during which members of the City 
Council voiced support for exploring allowing additional types of cannabis uses within the 
City, such as retail and microbusinesses. On February 1, 2021, Councilmember Killings 
proposed a future agenda item related to examining the City’s current list of sensitive uses; 
the proposed future agenda item carried unanimously.

STAFF ANALYSIS

Staff believes expanding the types of allowable cannabis uses to include retail, delivery, 
microbusinesses, and certain types of cultivation would likely result in significant revenues 
for the City’s General Fund, based upon review of neighboring jurisdictions that allow for 
these types of cannabis businesses. Staff is requesting feedback from the City Council on 
what types of cannabis businesses may be allowed in the City; where certain types of 
businesses should be allowed; and changes that may be made to the approval process to 
help cannabis businesses identify sites appropriate for their occupancy, while ensuring 
public safety and proper review.

ATTACHMENTS:

None.

Report Prepared By: Jordan Davis, Interim Director of Economic Development/Assistant to 
the City Manager 
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